
The following information may be included in the October 7, 2003
Statewide Special Election Voter Information Guide.



1. You have the right to cast a ballot if you are a valid registered voter.
A valid registered voter means a United States citizen who is a resident in this state,
who is at least 18 years of age and not in prison or on parole for conviction of a felony,
and who is registered to vote at his or her current residence address.

2. You have the right to cast a provisional ballot if your name is not listed on the
voting rolls.

3. You have the right to cast a ballot if you are present and in line at the polling
place prior to the close of the polls.

4. You have the right to cast a secret ballot free from intimidation.

5. You have the right to receive a new ballot if, prior to casting your ballot, you
believe you made a mistake.
If at any time before you finally cast your ballot, you feel you have made a mistake,
you have the right to exchange the spoiled ballot for a new ballot. Absentee voters
may also request and receive a new ballot if they return their spoiled ballot to an
elections official prior to the closing of the polls on Election Day.

6. You have the right to receive assistance in casting your ballot, if you are unable
to vote without assistance.

7. You have the right to return a completed absentee ballot to any precinct in the
county.

8. You have the right to election materials in another language, if there are
sufficient residents in your precinct to warrant production.

9. You have the right to ask questions about election procedures and observe the
elections process.
You have the right to ask questions of the precinct board and election officials
regarding election procedures and to receive an answer or be directed to the
appropriate official for an answer. However, if persistent questioning disrupts the
execution of their duties, the board or election officials may discontinue responding to
questions.

10. You have the right to report any illegal or fraudulent activity to a local elections
official or to the Secretary of State's Office.

If you believe you have been denied any of these rights, or if you are aware of any election fraud or misconduct, please
calf the Secretary of State's confidential tolf-free VOTER PROTECTION HOTLINE

1-800-345-VOTE (8683)

Secretary of State I State of Callifornia

SUBJECT TO COURT
ORDERED CHANGES'



APPLY TO BE A PERMANENT VOTE-BY -MAIL VOTER: Any voter
may apply for PERMANENT ABSENT VOTER STATUS (Elections Code
§3201). These voters are automatically sent a vote-by-mail ballot for every
election without having to fill out an application every time. Please contact
your county election official to apply to become a permanent vote-by-mail
voter if you wish to receive vote-by-mail ballots for all future elections. To
find out who your county election official is go to

http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_d.htm to see a list of contact
information for all county election officials.
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REMEMBER TO YOTE!

Polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m.
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~~ I~ Ir- ('('I

* 2 *

'3 '4

20 G

Set(t~ ~ e J 2-oo~;
eCTO8!R ~,aooa. .

FirSt day to ~pply for an absentee ballot by mail
~'f't<-¥Y1 ~U 2.2-, z,OO.3

Oc~9IE~ ~~, ZOQ2-
Last day to register to vote

~~~~~~~ 3D I 2-003
Last day that county elections officials will accept
any voter's application for an absentee ballot



* * *

FoLLOW THESE 3 SIMPLE STEPS OF VOTING

REGISTER- *
If yo~ ~re a United States c~tizen, a resident of California, not in prison or o~ par.ole for
conviction of a felony, and will be 18 years of age by ~- ' i, ii~, you ca.) register to

vote. To register to vote, you can: OG-~ we 1,.200;3
I

.Call or visit your county elections office (see page. for contact inform~tion). !

.Call the Secretary of State's Toll-Free Yoter Hot Line at 1-800-345-YOTE. !
.Register on-line at www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections_vr.htm. i

Yout completed registration form should be received by your county elections °dice at least
15 days before the election ~~--~~_. !t, ~~~~~. 5ept--e.r\'\ber- 2.~1 ~3

LEARN , *-

There are several ways you can Jearn about candidates and ballot measures. i

.Your County Sample Ballot provides the lOCation of your polling place, polling blace hours,
who your local and state legislative candidates are, how to apply for an .absente~ ballot, and
how to use the voting equipment in your county. I

.The State Voter Information GUide provides the information you need to *now about
~tate,:"ide candi~ates and ballot measures. An. audio version is. availa~le ~or ~h~ vi~ually
impaired by callmg 1-800-345-YOTE. The State Yoter Information Guide is al~o available
on-line ~t www.voterguidecss.ca.gov. I

.Cat Access is an on-line tool which provides information on who is contributi~ campaign
funds to support or oppose statewide candidates and ballot measures. Golon-line at

h-Hf:ll---cal-access.ss.ca.gov for more information. i
.!alk with Family and Friends because the decisions you make in the votin, booth are

.important and help keep our country strong.

VOTE --*~ , -
OcA-o ~y 7, ZOO .30

Election Day is Tuesday, 'i~ h_.~, I@.. The polls are open from 7:00a.m. t~ 8:00p.m.
.Find your Polling Place-The location of your polling place is providbd on the

back of your county sample ballot. You can also find your polling place by ~lling your
county elections office or on-line at http://www.ss.ca.gov/elections/elections-ppl.~tm.

.To Vote by Mail-Your county sample ballot contains an application for an "absentee
ballot." In order to receive your absentee ballot in time to vote, this applicatibn must be
received by your county elections office by ~ ~~-:.::~~~~~~~er to be coJnted, your
absentee ballot must be received by your county elections office Sept"e(V\~ 30" 2,.003
no later than 8:00p..m. on Election Day, I i- j, ~8..

&""ft)~,~"", ~ '2-()O 3
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE ATwww.ss.ca.gov and click on the polling place icon

OUR WEBSITE ALSO PROVIDES:

* Live Election Night Result$

* Lists ot Candidates

* Campaign Contribution Disclosure Information

* Absentee Ballot Information

YOUR POLLING PLACE LOCATION is also listed on the back cover of your Sample Ba~lot that
is mailed to you by your county elections official.

CALL YOUR COUNTY ELECTIONS OFFICE for assistance. (See page. for local couno/
elections official contact tnformation.) i

* *

.
HELP PRESERVE OUR DEMOCRACY!

* Assist voters on Election: Day

* Earn extra money (stipend varies by county)

DID You KNOW THERE IS A STUDENT POLLWORKER PROGRAM?

Eligible students may be appointed as pollworkers on Election Day. Students learn
firsthand the importance of participating in the electoral process. Students provide
much needed support at polling place locations.

Contact your County Elections Official for
complete information and APPLY TODAY!

(See page. for local county elections official
contact information.)

/



INITIATIVES

Often referred to as "direct democracy," the initiative
process is the power of the people to place measures on
the ballot. These measures can either create or change
statutes (including general obligation bonds) and
amend the California Constitution. If the initiative
proposes to amend California statute, signatures of
registered voters gathered must equal in number to 5% of
the votes cast for all candidates for Governor in the
previous 'gubernatorial election. If the initiative
proposes to amend the California Constitution,
signatures' of registered voters gathered must equal in
number to 8% of the votes cast for all candidates for
Governor in the previous gubernatorial election. An
initiative requires a simple majority of the public's vote
to be enacted.

LEGISLATIVE BOND MEASURE

Any bill that calls for the issuance of general obligation
bonds must be adopted in each house of the Legislature
by a tWo-thirds vote, signed by the Governor, and
approved by a simple majority of the public's vvte to be
enacted. Whenever a bond measure is on a statewide
ballot, an overview of California's bond debt is included
in the ballot pamphlet.

LEGISLATIVE CONSTITUTIONAL AMENDMENT

Whenever the Legislature proposes an "amendment to the
California Constitution, it is known as a legislative
constitutional amendment. It must be adopted in the
Senate and the Assembly by a two-thirds vote before it
can be placed on the ballot; A legislative constitutional
amendment -does not require the Governor's signature.
This type of amendment requires a simple majority of the
public's vote to be enacted. REFERENDUM

Referendum is the power of the people to approve or
reject statutes adopted by the Legislature. However,
referenda can not be used to approve or reject urgency
measures or statutes that call for elections or provide for
tax levies or appropriations for current expenses of the
state. Voters wishing to block implementation of a
legislatively-adopted statute must gather signatures of
registered voters equal in number to 5% of the votes cast
for all candidates for Governor in the previous
gubernatorial e{ection withi~ 90 days of en~ctment of
the bill. Once on the ballot, the law is defeated if
voters cast more NO votes than YES votes on the
referendum question.

LEGISLATIVE INITIATIVE AMENDMENT

Whenever the Legislature proposes to amend a law that
was previously enacted through the initiative process, the
Legislature is required to present the amendment to the
voters for passage. The Legislature may amend the
previously-adopted initiative measure if the measure
pennits legislative amendment or repeal without voter
approval. This type 6f amendment requires a simple
majority of the public's vote to be enacted..
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Proponent(s} "must collect signatures equal t~ 5% of the
total number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor
at the last gubernatorial election to qualify an initiative
proposing to change California statutes. If an initiative
proposes to amend the California Constitution,
proponent(s) must collect signatures equal to 8% of the
total number of votes cast for all candidates for Governor
at the last gubernatorial election.

WHAT IS THE INITIATIVE PROCESS?

The initiative process, often referred to as "direct
democracy," is a tool which citizens can use to directly
propose change to California law instead of going
through their legislative representatives in state

government.

How TO QUALIFY AN INITIATIVE

FOR THE BALLOT

The first step in the process is drafting the text of the
proposed. law (or measure). The proponent(s) or
author(s) of the measure can write the text themselves,
seek assistance from private counsel, or request assistance
from the Office of the Legislative Counsel.

FILING AND CIRCULATION

Once the required number of signatures has been
collected, the proponent(s) must file the petitions with,
the appropriate county election,s official (or signature
verification. The initiative is considered qualified once
the Secretary o:f State receives notification from the
county elections officials certifying the petitions have
been signed by the requisite number of registered voters.

TITLE AND SUMMARY

Once the text has been drafted, the proponent(s} must
submit a written request to the Attorney General, along
with the text of the measure and $200, for an official title
and summary of the measure. The Attorney General
prepares an official title and summary and, if necessary,
requests a joint fiscal impact report from the Department
of Finance and the Joint Legislative Budget Committee.

PROPOSITION PLACED ON THE BALLOT FOR

VOTER ApPROVAL

Once an initiative has qualified, it is placed on the next
statewide ballot. However, it must qualify at least 131
days before the next statewide election at which it will be
placed before the voters. If approved by a simple majority
vote, the initiative takes effect the day after the election
unless another enactment date is specified in the text of
the measure.

PETITION CIRCULATION

Once an official title and sum~ry is issued by the
Attorney General, an official filing date is established
and a calendar of important filing deadlines is prepared
for the proponent(s) by the Secretary of State. The
proponent(s) hav~ 150 days to circulate petitions for
signatures to qualify the measure for the ballot.

For more information regarding the initiative process, please
visit the Secretary of State's websiteat www.ss.ca.gov or caU
the Elections Division at 916-657- 2166.
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Victims ofdoniestic violence have to be
afraid to vote!.If Y9U qualify to~nlbll in t~eSafe at Hopte
co~fidential address program, y~ur vo~erregistration
information can be kept 's,.trictly confid~ntial from
campaigns,pollsters, the media, and other parties,

~V\d Y"e: Foci II(. L ~ve h~ {toI-h

C-M-e. Set' Vl'L..e:. S ro II ~d. e TiS"

e+'tI\;pl 6ye~" vol ~t~w-s. o...~
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Just complete acon£idential voter registraiiona{fidavit at
one of the Safe at Home enrolling agencie~r simply
re-registerwith the Registrar of Voters or County Clerk's
Office in your counr,y after you enroll in the program. I
The Safe at Home confidential address program provides a
no-cost mai. forwarding service to victims of domestic
viol~nce :and stalk~ng~that helps keep their addres~es
confldenttal~so thetrfbrmer partners orstalkerscan'qocate.
them. Once registered, Safe at Home parti~ipants
automatically receive "absent voter status" sorhey canvote
by mail, in the privacy of their. homes.

I
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call 1~877~322~5227

I
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Confidential Address Program
A project of the California Secretary of State



Alameda County
Registrar of Voters
1225 Fallon Street, Room G-1
Oakland, CA 94612-4283
510-663-8683
510-272-6982 (Fax)

www.acgov.org/rov

Del Norte County
981 "H" Street, Suite 160
Crescent City, CA 95531
707-465-0383
707-465-0321 (Fax)

Kern County Elections
1115 Truxtun Avenue
Bakersfield, CA 93301
661-868-3590
1-800-452-8683
661-868-3768 (Fax)
www.co.kern.ca.US

Kings County-Elections
1400 W. Lacey Blvd.
H,anford, CA 93230
559-582-3211 Ext.4401
559-585-8453 (Fax)

www.countvofkinas.com

Alpine County
P.O. Box 158
Markleeville, CA 96120
530-694-2281
530-694-2491 (Fax)

www.alpinecountyca.com

EI Dorado County
EI Dorado County Elections Dept.
2850 Fairlane Court .

P.O. Box 678001
Placerville, CA 95667-8001
530-621-7480
530-626-5514 (Fax)
www.co.el-dorado.ca.us/elections

Fresno County
2221 Kern Street
Fresno, CA 93721
559-488-3246
559-488-3279 (Fax)

www.fresno.ca.gov

Amador County
Elections-Sheldon D. Johnson
500 Argonaut Lane
Jackson, CA 95642
209-223-6465
209-223-0691 (Fax)

Lake County
Registrar of Voters ,
255 North Forbes Street, Rm. 209
Lakeport, CA 95453-4748
707-263-2372
707-263-2742 (Fax)

www.co.lake.ca.us/countygovernment
Ie lections/voting info rmation .htm I

.,

http://clerk.lassencountv.org

Glenn County
Glenn County Elections
516 W. Sycamore Street, 2nd Floor
Willows, CA 95988
530-934-6414
530-934-6485 (Fax)
www.countyofglenn.net/dept/
elections/default.asp

Butte County
County Clerk
Registrar of Voters
25 County Center Dr., Ste. I
Orovi/le, CA 95965-3375
530-538-7761
530-538-6853 (Fax)

http://clerk-recorder.buttecounty.net

Los Angeles County
12400 Imperial Highway
Norwalk, CA 90650-8350
562-462-2748
562-929-4790 (Fax)
www.lavote.net

Humboldt County
3033 H Street, Rm. 20
Eureka, CA 95501
707-445-7678
707-445-7204 (Fax)
www.co.humboldt.ca.us/election/

Calaveras County
Elections Department
891 Mountain Ranch Road
San Andreas, CA 95249-0971
209-754-6376
209- 754-6733 (Fax)
www.co.calaveras.ca.us

Madera County
Registrar of Voters
209 W. Yosemite Avenue
Madera, CA 93637
559-675-7720
559-675-7870 (Fax)

www.madera-county.com

Imperial County
Registrar of Voters
940 Main Street, Suite 202
EI Centro, CA 92243
760-482-4226
760-337-4182 (Fax)
www.co.imperial.ca.us

Colusa County
Hall of Records
546 Jay Street
Colusa, CA 95932
530-458-0500
530-458-0512

www.colusacountyclerk.com
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760-878-1805 (F,,) 415-499-6456

415-4996447 (F,,)SUBJECT TO COURT ~com";"","5
ORDERED CHANGES

Contra Costa County
P.O. Box 271
524 Main Street
Martinez, CA 94553
925-646-4166
925-646-1385 (Fax)
www.co.contra-
costa. ca. us/depart/elect/index.htm

Lassen County
220 S. Lassen Street, Suite 5
Susanville, CA 96130
530-251-8216
530-257-3480 (Fax)



Mariposa County
4982 -10th Street
P.O. Box 247
Mariposa, CA 95338
209-966-2007
209-966-6496 (Fax)

San Bernardino County
Registrar of Voters
777 East Rialto Avenue
San Bernardino, CA 92415-0770
909-387-8300
909-387-2022 (Fax)
www.sbcro~.com

Nevada County
Nevada County Elections
10433 Willow Valley Road, Suite E
Nevada City, CA 95959
530-265-1298
530-265-9829 (Fax)

www.mynevadacounty.com/elections

San Diego County
Registrar of Voters
5201 Ruffin Road, Suite
San Diego, CA 92123
858-565-5800
www.sdvote.com

Mendocino County
501 Low Gap Road, Room 1020
Ukiah, CA 95482
707-463-4371
707-463-4257 (Fax)

www.co.mendocino.ca.us/acr/index.htmi

Orange County
Registrar of Voters
P.O. Box 11298
Santa Ana, CA. 92711
714-567-7600
714-567-7556 (Fax)
www.oc.ca.gov/election

Merced County
2222 "M" Street, Room 14
Merced, CA 95340
209-385-7541
209-385-7387 (Fax)
www.co.merced.ca.us

San Francisco County/City Hall
1 Dr. Carlton B. Goodlett Place, Room 4E
San Francisco, CA 94102
415-554-4375
415-554-7344 (Fax)

http://www.sfgov.org

Placer County
2954 Richardson Drive
P.o. Box 5278
Auburn, CA 95603
530-886-5650
530-886-5688 (fax)

www.placer.ca.gov/elections

Modoc County
Modoc County Clerk/Elections Office
P.O. Box 130
Alturas, CA 96101-0131
530-233-6201
530-233-2434 (Fax)

Plumas County
Plumas County Clerk/Elections Office
520 Main Street, Room 102
Quincy, CA 95971
530-283-6256
530-283-6155 (fax)

http:!!countyofplumas.com!

San Joaquin County
Deborah Hench, Registrar of Voters
212 N. San Joaquin Street
Stockton, CA 95201
209-468-2890
209-468-9534 (Fax)

www.co.san-joaquin.ca.us/elect

Mono County
P.o. Box 237
Bridgeport, CA 93517
760-932-5537
760-932-5531 (Fax)
crobles@mono.ca.gov

Riverside County
Registrar of Voters
2724 Gateway Drive
Riverside, CA 92507-0918
909-486-7200
909-486-7272 (General Fax)
909-486-7335 (Admin Fax)
www.voteinfo.net

San Luis Obispo County
Elections Division
1144 Monterey Street, Suite A
San Luis Obispo, CA 93408
805-781-5228
805-781-1111 (Fax)
www.sloelections.org

San Mateo County
Registration and Elections Division
40 Tower Road
San Mateo, CA 94402
650-312-5222
650-312-5348 (Fax)

www.shapethefuture.org

Monterey County
1370 B South Main Street
P.O. Box 1848
Salinas, CA 93901
831-796-1499
831-755-5485 (Fax)

www.montereycountyelections.us

Santa Barbara County
1100 Anacapa St., 2nd Fir.
(Mailing: P.O. Box 159)
Santa Barbara, CA 93102
805-568-2200 or
1-800 SBC-VOTE
805-568-2209 (Fax)
www .sb-democracy .com

Napa County
900 Coombs Street, # 256
Napa, CA 94559-2946
707-253-4321
707-253-4390 (Fax)

www.co.napa.ca.us

Sacramento County
Voter Registration & Ejections
3700 Branch Center Road
Sacramento, CA 95827 -3892
916-875-6276
916-875-6516 (Fax)
www.co.sacramento.ca.us/elections

San Benito County
Courthouse
440 Fifth Street, Room 206
Hollister, CA 95023-3843
831-636-4016
831-636-2939 (Fax)



Santa Clara County
1555 Berger Drive, Building #2
San Jose, CA 95112
408-299-VOTE (8386)
408-998-7314 (Fax)

www.sccvote.org

Yolo County
625 Court Street, Room B05
Woodland, CA 95695
P.O. Box 1820
Woodland, CA 95776-1820
530-666-8133
530-666-8123 (Fax)

www.yoloelections.org

Stanislaus County
County Clerk-Recorder
1021 "1" Street, Suite 101
Modesto, CA 95354-2331
209-525-5200
209-525-5210 (Fax)
www.stanvote.com

Sutter County
Registrar of Voters
463 Second Street
Yuba City, CA 95991
530-822-7122
530-822-7587 (Fax)
www.sutter.ca.us

Santa Cruz County
701 Ocean Street, Room 210
Santa Cruz, CA 95060-4076
831-454-2060
831-454-2445 (Fax)
831-454-2123 (TOO)
www.votescount.com

Yuba County Elections
935 14th Street, Ste. 107
Marysville, CA 95901
530-741-6545
530-741-6285 (Fax)
www.co.yuba.ca.us

Tehama County
444 Oak Street, Room C
P.O. Box 250
Red Bluff, CA 96080
530-527-8190
530-527-1140 (Fax)

www.co.tehama.ca.us

Shasta County
1643 Market Street
Redding, CA 96001
(Mailing: P.O. Box 990880
Redding, CA 96099-0880)
530-225-5730
530-225-5454 (Fax)
www.co.shasta.ca.us

Trinity County Elections
101 Court Street
P.O. Box 1215
Weaverville, CA 96093-1215
530-623-1220
530-623-8398 (Fax)

www.trinitycounty.org/elections

Sierra County
County Clerk--Recorder
100 Courthouse Square, Rm. 11
P.O. Drawer D
Downieville, CA 95936
530-289-3295
530-289-2830 (Fax)

Siskiyou County
311 Fourth Street, Room 201
P.O. Box 338
Yreka, CA 96097-0338
530-842-8086
530-842-8093 (Fax)

www.co.siskiyou.ca.us

Tulare County
Tulare County Elections
221 S. Mooney Blvd., Room G-28
Visalia, CA 93291-4596
559-733-6275
559-737-4498 (Fax)

www.tularecoauditor.org/elections

Tuolumne County
Toulumne County Clerk & Election Dept.
39 N. Washington Street, Suite A
(Mailing: 2 S. Green Street)
Sonora, CA 95370
209-533-5570
209-694-8931 (Fax)

Solano County
Registrar of Voters
510 Clay Street
P.O. Box I
Fairfield, CA 94533
707421-6675
1-888-933-VOTE (8683)
707-421-6678 (Fax)

www.solanocounty.com/elections

Ventura County
Elections Division
800 S. Victoria Avenue, L-1200
Ventura, CA 93009-1200
805-654-2664
805-648-9200 (Fax)
www.ventura.org/election/elecidx.htm

Sonoma County
435 Fiscal Drive
Santa Rosa, CA 95403
P.O. Box 11485 (95406-1485)
707-565-6800
1-800-750-VOTE
707-565-6843 (Fax)

www.sonoma-county.org/regvoter


